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Tue NationaL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of this Association is fixed for 
July 26th and 27th, and will be held in the 
Town Hall Manchester, under the Presidency of 
K. Faulkner, Esq. 

On the first day, Prof. McFadyean introduces the 
subject of inspection of animals intended for food, 
prior to and after death. The discussion will be 
opened by Prof. McCall. 

On the second day, Mr. E. Wallis Hoare introduces 
a paper on Anesthetics and Prof. Smith opens the 
discussion. 

These subjects are of the greatest practical im- 
portance and are calculated to lead to good discus- 
sions. Both require discussion, and the experience 
of members of the profession should assist in clearing 
up doubts and difficulties which now arise. ‘lhe 
inspection of animals for food becomes more and 
more distinctly important as science gradually un- 
folds the possibilities of transmission of disease from 
avimals to man. An inspection both before and 
after death to be effective can only be conducted by 
men trained to recognise the clinical and post- 
mortem symptoms of disease. 

The use of Anesthetics has only become general 
in veterinary practice during the last ten years, and 
the advantages offered to surgery are such that 
operations which could not have been attempted in 
the older days may now be expected to be widely 
practised. When we have mastered the difficulties 
of anesthesia, our surgery will be vastly extended. 

In addition to the papers there are two important 
reports to be read—one by Mr. H. Olver summaris- 
ing the work of a committee on Milk fever, and one 
by Prof. Williams giving the results of a committee’s 
inquiry into Azoturia or Hoemoglobinuria. 

Another great attraction will be the Dinner on the 
evening of the first day, which will constitute a 
Social re-union of members likely to be long remem- 
bered by those who have the good fortune to attend. 

“It is hoped” say the secretaries, that the at- 
tractions provided * will ensure a large attendance 
and induce many new members to join the Associa- 
tion.” We sincerely join in their hope, and veature 
to anticipate one of the most successful assemblies 
the Association has yet drawn together. 


Tae CoLLEGeE AND THE Scwoo.s, 


This week we publish the first part of a report of 
& conference held by Members of the Council with 
Members of the Board of Governors of the Royal 

eterinary College. The object of the conference 


| was to arrive at a way of maintaining uniformity at 
the English and Scotch examinations, whilst arrang- 
ing the dates so as not to clash with the require- 
menis of a summer session at the school. The con- 
ference deviated somewhat from this direct question 
into the merits and demerits of a summer session. 
At an official conference between an examining body 
and a teaching body this perhaps was unavoidable, 
because the work of the two is so closely related 
that any change in one must affect the other, 

Our object now is not to discuss the question before 
the conference, but to emphasise the importance and 
necessity of closer relations being established be- 
tween the examining and teaching bodies. Both 
have the welfare of veterinary science at heart, both 
are interested in the progress of the veterinary pro- 
fession, and both have rights and duties to obey in 
connection with veterinary students. Where our 
interests diverge is not always clear to both until 
friction awakens us to the fact, and this might often 
be avoided if conference preceded action. There is 
fortunately no trace of friction at present between 
the college and the schools, but prevention is better 
than cure, and if we all recognise the very direct 
relations which must always exist between the two 
bodies we shall be in a better position to anticipate 
and avoid all possibilities of friction. This is how- 
ever at best a rather negative position to take up, 
and it is worthy of consideration whether some 
working arrangement could not be suggested by 
which all questions vf change in the teaching and 
examining of students should be talked over before 
adoption, by a conference of the bodies interested. It 
may be granted at once that the authorities at each 
schoul are best able to decide the manner of teach- 
ing. but it may also be claimed that no body of men 
are better able to judge what a veterinary student 
should know than the men who obtain their living 
by the practice of the art. 


4 


MR. ROBERT BELL PATERSON. 


_ Mr. Paterson, whose death at Dumfries we 
announce on another page was one of those quiet 
strong men that exist amongst all classes, but are 
not too much in evidence His diploma is dated 
1840. He acted as an examiner on the Scotch sec- 
tion from 1870 to 1875, and was one of the original 
Fellows selected by the Council. Mr Paterson was 
a keen observer with distinctly scientific tastes, and 
was one of the first to recognise the salmon disease 
and its contagious nature. Ile was aw*honour to 
his profession, and his work and influence will not 
soon be forgotten iu his district. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


TRAUMATIC CARDIAC DISEASE. 
By Eaton Jones, M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 


A short time ago a draught mare was brought to 
our yard having just received a wound which pierced 
the pectoral muscles for some depth, and caused by 
collision with the shaft of a trap. The wound at 
the time did not appear dangerous at all and for 
about a week did not affect the mare, who did not 
go off her food, the pulse and temperature keeping 
about normal; the wound being dressed with anti- 
septic and healing lotivns, and only discharging a 
very little. 

After that time the discharge increased and the 
mare began to go off her food, the pulse became ir- 
regular and the temperature varying, sometimes 
being nearly normal and then rising to 103-4 In 
about three weeks from the time of the accident the 
mare refused all food, the pulse became very irregu- 
lar, and the temp. kept to about 103-4. She also 
began to purge very badly, and the discharge from 
the wound increased enormously, the respirations 
were short and hurried, and confined to the abdomi- 
nal region; the mare exhibiting every sign of 
pleurisy or hydrothorax, The ordinary remedies 
were used and the mare fed chiefly on milk, but she 
gradually grew weaker, and died about five weeks 
after the accident. 

A post-murtem examination exhibited most inter- 
esting appearances, the shaft had pierced the thoracic 
cavity, entering it between the second and third ribs 
and just touching the pericardial sac. The pleurisy 
was confined only to that part of the thoracic cavity 
pierced by the shaft, and a very small amount of 
serum found in it. The pericardial sac, however, 
showed most peculiar appearances, upon being 
opened quite two gallons of fluid! escaped and around 
the heart a coagulation of lymph had taken place 
covering both auricles and ventricles, being over an 
inch thick and studded all over with little pyramids, 
both being of a bright yellow colour. As I had 
never seen or heard of anything similar before I 
thought it might be of interest to your readers, and 
would be glad if you would insert it in your paper. 


SEPTICGIMIA (TRAUMATIC). 


I have noticed you have had rather a scarcity of 
cases to record lately, so I plead that as an excuse 
for sending a brief account of a case of septicemia 
supervening injury to the pharynx. The subject 
was a fine nag horse about 16-2 in height. About 
five months since the owner attempted to administer 
a ball, and being unable to do so in the ordinary 
way he fixed it on the end of a pointed stick, and 
with the usual result:—the horse got the ball and 
might have got the stick too had it not pierced the 
pharynx. At the time there were the usual symp- 
toms of pharyngitis such as an injury of that kind 


would produce. ‘I'hree months afterwards (in Feb.) 
we were called in to attend the horse again. The 
owner told us it had not seemed to do well since it 
had been hurt and lately it had not fed quite so 
well, went lame occasionally, from no apparent 
cause, on alternate legs. Later the legs began to 
fill, and about the hocks and knees pustules formed 
from which a muco-purulent discharge escaped for 
some days, and which showed no tendency to heal. 
The pulse kept about 60. temperature from 102 to 
103, respirations slightly above normal, mucous 
membranes of a dirty reddish-yellow colour, ex- 
pression dull, appetite irregular, generally poor, 
and when turned short round, grunted. We kept 
the horse under treatment for a time but with no 
satisfactory result, so advised slaughter. 

On making a post-mortem we found the condition 
anticipated Abscesses in the liver and subacute 
peritonitis; the serous lining of the thorax and ab- 
domen was of a dirty yellow colour and vpaque, and 
there was a small quantity of impure serum in the 
cavities of the same colour. 

Unfortunately we omitted to examine the pharynx 
so cannot describe the extent of the injuries there, 
which, to my mind, was undoubtedly the cause of 
all the mischief. 

CountRY.” 


ANAEMIA AND DIARRHGA IN CATTLE DUE 
TO PARASITES. 
By E. Watuts Hoarg, F.R.C.V.S., Cork. 


The attenticn which has lately been paid to the 
above important subject will be of great benefit to 
thuse who are interested in cattle pathology. In 
former years it was often the custom to attribute 
any disease among cattle, affecting a large number 
at the same time, to arise from a condition called 
murrain. The term murrain included a_ large 
variety of diseases, and even among stockowners 
and herdsmen of the present day, its use is not 
likely to be discontinued. If you tell some owners 
of cattle that their cattle are suffering from the 
effects of parasites, they will reward you with an 
incredulous smile, but say that the affection 's 
murrain and they are quite satisfied, and will apply 
your remedies with willing minds. 

It must be evident to anyone interested therein 
that the subject of cattle pathology is making vast 
strides and assuming an important position in the 
domain of the veterinary surgeon. We must admit, 
however, that it is far from being placed on a satis- 
factory basis, so far as appreciation of our efforts 
or remuneration for our services in country districts, 
where, as is often the case, the village wiseacre first 
tries his hand on the patients, and after futile 
attempts, if the animal has simple vitality left after 
his treatment, the advice of the veterinary surge0? 
is sought. 

Still we must admit that the subject of parasitic 
affections claims our attention and offers a w'%? 
field for investigation. On different occasions 
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have noticed an outbreak among young cattle, 
characterised by debility and obstinate purging, and 
on making post-mortem examination could detect 
nothing but inflammation of the abomasum and 
sometimes in addition slight inflammation of the 
intestines. It was not until lately that I ascribed 
the cause to parasites. I propose to give a brief 
description of my last experience with this affec- 
tion. 

In July, 1892, I was requested to attend at the 
farm of a large breeder of Shorthorn cattle, four 
hours journey by rail from here, to investigate the 
cause of a large number of young arimals which 
were gradually pining away and dying at different 
intervals. On arrival I found that two heifers had 
died the previous night, with symptoms of debility, 
emaciation and obstinate purging of clear fluid. I 
found a very large number of animals affected and 
all in different stages, some just commencing to 
pine, others very much emaciated and purging clear 
fluid, while others again were in the last extremity, 
showing symptoms of abdominal pain. Nothing 
wrong could be detected with either the pasture, 
water, or meth d of feeding, and those in the first 
stages had a good appetite. 

On making a post-mortem examination of the two 
heifers which died I found extensive inflammation 
of the abomasum in both, and the smal] intestines 
slightly inflamed, and containing mucus and a small 
amount of what seemed to be parasites rolled 
together. I regret that a microscopical examina- 
tion was not made of the stomachs. 

I treated all the cattle with vermicides, varying of 
course the doses according to the condition of the 
patients, the chief agents being ol. tereb. with terri 
quiniac, in the form of Hewletts, mist tonic conc. 
To those very weak and purging violently. I gave 
in addition stimulants, and small doses of chlorodyne 
and cretac prep. Only two more died, and all the 
remaining cattle recovered under the course of 
treatment. 


JOINT-ILiz IN YOUNG ANIMALS. 
By Joun A. Woodstock. 


The subject which I am writing on to-day is of 
fairly common ocentrence in young animals. Of 
the correct pathology of the disease, I must admit 
that I know very little; by some it is considered as 
4 rheumatoid affection, although it seems highly 
probable that it is due to septic changes going on in 
the blood, as it is nearly always associated with dis- 
ease of the umbilicus, or what is known as navel ill. 
_ In lambs especially it is very fatal, and with them 
It may generally be considered contagious, although 
the surroundings of the young animals naturally 
predispose them to the disease. 

'f it is rheumatoid arthritis it certainly is not due 
to a thickening of the lining membrane of the joints 
'n the first place, nor have I noticed it associated 
With disease of the valves of the heart. I have now 
4 case in a colt under treatment, and if the animal 


dies, 1 will send it to Prof. Shave for examination. 


The post-mortem of lambs which have died from 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The eleventh annual meeting of this Association was 
held at the Angel and Royal Hotel, Grantham, on Thurs- 
day, March 9th, 1893. The President, T. E. Smith, 
Esq., M.R.C.V.S., of Market Rasen, occupied the chair ; 
and those present were the Mayor of Grantham, as a 
visitor, Messrs. W. B. Dickinson, Boston ; F. L. Gooch, 
Stamford ; J. H. Goodall, Melton Mowbray; C. Hartley, 
Lincoln; J. Mackinder, Peterborough; J. A. Robinson, 
Market Deeping; Captain B. H. Russell, Grantham 
Treasurer; and J. Smith, Huntingdon, Hon See. ; and 
several pupils. 

Letters and telegrams regretting inability to attend 
were read from Messrs. Dobson, Freer, Hardy, Lennox, 
Osborne, Reeks, Wragg, and Professors Pritchard, Wal- 
ley and Williams. 

Tue Accounts, 


The minutes having been taken as read, the Treasurer 
read a statement of the accounts, from which it appeared 
that there was a substantial balance in the bank. 


THe New PREsIDENT. 


Mr. Harriey proposed that Mr. James Smith, of 
Huntingdon, be the new president. He was, as they all 
knew, very energetic in promoting the interests of the 
Association as secretary, in which capacity he had acted 
for the last two years and had carried on the business 
through many difficulties with great distinction to him- 
self. He had great pleasure in proposing him to that 
position to which he was further entitled by seniority. 

Mr. Smiru said he was much obliged for them propos- 
ing his name as President. It was an honour which he 
should appreciate at some future date, but he should 
much prefer that some other member of the Association 
should be proposed as President for the ensuing year. 

Captain RussE1 rose to second the proposition of Mr. 
Hartley, and said he had known Mr. Smith a long time 
asa member of this Association, and he was senior to 
any other candidate for the office. 

Mr. Situ was then declared unanimously and duly 
elected, and the new President, in returning thanks, 
said that he was very much obliged, but he would much 
rather have seen his friend Mr. Goodall elected Presi- 
dent, as he was sure he would have made a much better 
President than he himself would. 

On the proposition of Mr. Dickrnson, seconded by 
Mr. Harrey, and suppo:ed by Captain Russell, Mr. 
Robinson, of Market Deeping, was chosen secretary ; 
Capt. Russell was re-elected treasurer; and Messrs. 
Goodall, T. Smith, and T. Rudkin, vice-presidents, 

On the proposition of Mr. Dickinson, seconded by 
Mr. Hartsey, Mr. Weston, of Oakham, was elected a 
member. 


Tue Britisu Institute oF Preventive 


The circular letter signed by the Chairman of the 
Council asking for a donation to the fund was read. 


| 
the disease mostly reveals abscesses in the liver and 
dependent parts of the lungs, due to absorption of 
septic material from the umbilicus. 
Tam sure this disease is of great importance to | 
breeders of live stock and veterinary surgeons, if any 4 
of your readers can tell me of treatment which they ‘ 
have adopted successfully, I shall feel much obliged. "4 
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Mr. Goocu said as to this matter he thought they 
would do well to follow the example set by the other 
associations which had had meetings. He was at ‘a 
meeting of the Midland Association at Birmingham the 
other day and it was there decided that if the veterinary 
profession were suitably represented on the Council they 
would support it heartily, and would propose that sub- 
scriptions be sent through the National Veterinary 
Medical Association or through the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. He should have pleasure in pro- 
posing that they follow the example of other societies 
and adjourn the matter to the next meeting to see 
whether the Institute would elect any more of the mem- 
bers of the veterinary profession on their council. 
The feeling at the Midland was that they should not 
recognise this Society until the National Association had 
decided what should be done. 

Mr. Rupkin did not see, if it was a purely medical 
association, why they should support it. He agreed that 
it should be deferred until the next meeting. 

Mr. Goocn said there was only one member of the 
veterinary profession on the Council, all the rest were 
medical members. 

Captain Russe. said he should be glad to second Mr. 
Gooch’s proposition that the matter remain in abeyance 
for the present. If this profession was recognised by the 
Institute he should be prepared to do something towards 
its funds. He had a strong feeling that if this Institute 
was carried out on broad and practical lines, it might 
possibly be of great help to the profession, but not so if 
they only wanted their money to swell their funds and 
leave the veterinary profession out in the cold. He 
should support it being left in abeyance. 

Mr. Goocn said the Council of the National Veterin- 
ary Association had undertaken to let veterinary 
societies know its decision. 

The further consideration of the matter was then 
adjourned. 


OPIUM. 
By W. G. B. Dicxtnson, F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen, the reason of my selecting this commonly 
used drug, opium, is from a knowledge of the fact that 
few veterinary pharmacies are considered complete with- 
out it, and its daily use causes me to think that its 
actions therapeutically and physiologically are apt to be 
lost sight of ; hence I have endeavoured to commit to 
writing a few details to refresh the memories of those 
who are kind enough to listen to these remarks. My 
object is not to attempt to exhaust the subject, simply to 
give the results noticed as we pass by. Opinm belongs 
to the family of Sumnifacients or sleep producers—its 
principle action therapeutic as far as concerns us practi- 
cally, are :—Relief of pain or irritability, producing sleep, 
and checking secretion. The known physiological action 
of the drug enables us to employ it for the alley iatiun of 
the conditions met with in our patients. These then 
are the points for our particular consideration, because in 
our patients our object aud duty is to play the part of 
palliating all discomfort and uneasiness, with such agents 
as we have at our disposal. To gain this ultimatum we 
resort to medicinal agencies, perhaps more than other 
means because in painful injuries to the limbs we have 
not an opportunity of resorting to surgery. Amputation 
is the quickest method of removing the offending limb, 
and constant pain, which must in our patients be kept 
and borne amidst a lot of suffering which, alas, cannot be | 
averted or controlled. The horse on the other hand 
fortunately is saved months of anxiety and suffering 
which too often is the lot of man, who falls a victim to 
malignant cancer, when he must then rely on opiates ete. 
to help him to bear the sufferings which continue to the 


bitter end. What I particularly wish to demonstraie is 
the haphazard careless way in which we often use opium, 
many of us do or have based the greatest reliance in its 
virtues and expectant results, and when these results 
are not obtained we are apt to blame the drug, before 
first asking ourselves if the administration of it was indi- 
cated not by the symptoms presented but by those we 
observe. 

The colic draught must (according to the idea of some) 
contain tr. opii. These are sent out in quantities to the 
layman who uses them indiscriminately, until he remem- 
bers the notice on the bottle “ after two or three draughts 
have been given and the patient is not relieved seek 
veterinary aid at once.’ What is the situation? We in 
all probability find the patient free from pain, in f:ct 
apparently better, and the owner tells us there is no 
necessity for us to look at it. Having journeyed some 
distance we prefer seeing the object of our visit. Yes, 
quite free from pain—comatose, perspiration here and 
there in patches, drouping ears, dilated nostrils, accelerated 
pulse. Is this colic, the result of colic, or is it due to 
some mechanical factor extrinsic or intrinsic to the 
animal? These symptoms are on a parallel with those of 
opium poisoning, and may be produced by experiment. 
I have seen these exhibited in the horse by four to six 
drachms of the aqueous solution. Why then need we sur- 
mise when many horses receive as many ounces under 
the circumstances befure mentioned. The argument 
may be raised that numbers of horses are subjected to 
the same quantity and are not affected by it. I grant all 
this, but my endeavour is to prove that it is easier to 
produce alarming symptoms often than to ensure the 
curative action of opium. What may be looked on as 
manifestations of pain resulting from intestinal derange- 
ment may be narcotism exhibited after a dose or two of 
opium, and the symptoms may be overlooked and thought 
to be increased pain. 

Referring to the number where no such symptoms are 
present, there are two answers, firstly, that in some the 
administration of opium was not indicated ; secondly, 
the fact oi the capability of animals to take quantities 
more than others without the least effect. 

You may also meet with the other condition which 
applies to all medicines—idiosyucrasy—the suscepti- 
bility of some patients to the action of certain drugs. A 
minimum dose will cause unpleasant symptoms. From 
notes on the symptoms of opium treatment I quote two 
cases. Geldings, the same age, presenting the same 
symptoms, as far as one could diagnose, of flatulent colic 
but not severe. One ounce of tr. opii. was given to each 
animal and followed by half ounce doses every hour and 
a half. After three doses No. 1 showed that beneficial 
effect had soon made its mark, but in No. 2 the symp- 
toms remained, and not any way changed. Three grains 
of morphia injected with one-12th atropine produced its 
hypnotice ffect. This dose of hypodermic produces all this 
hypnosis, and in case No. 2 was independent entirely of 
the previous administrations of opium. ] 

Physiological and therapeutic laws are important 1) 
the extreme ; “ The mere knowledge of doses and materia 
medica terms does not constitute a therapeutist.” (Lowel!). 
We not only want to know the action of this, and the other, 
but the methods of action—in other words, “ How its 
done.” From experiments made upon the horse 10 
particular, there is a vast difference to those made in 
man, which places us in difficulty, and prevents us 1" 4 
great measure arriving at an exact estimate of the specific 
action of any drug, especially opium. Man alone 's 
capable of describing even the slightest phenomena which 
he experiences under the medicinal influence. The 
experimenter would fail to notice what the other 
experienced, and must be ignorant of action unless he 
were told what had been going on. . What we learn }8 
from observations and not description of detail. 
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friend of mine, a doctor, took Indian hemp to test its 
action. He described his feelings to me as experiencing 
the most beautiful dreams, but nv desire to sleep in the 
recumbent position ; he could walk at it were, dream and 
lose consciousness to a certain degree. I have given it to 
the horse and seen the loss of motion, drowsiness etc., 
but could never find out if he were dreaming, proving 
what we miss by not getting the detail. 


Cerebral and spinal are the two distinct phenomena of 
opium. In animals of a higher development of organisa- 
tion the cerebral is more noticeable. Temperament also 
plays a part. The nervous horse is practically without 
resolution with regard to enduring pain: the plethoric 
and sanguinous horse will bear up under the infliction of 
more punishment than those under the other types, as 
seen in firing and the performance of minor operations. 
These peculiarities will help us in our daily employment 
of opium, its salts, and every other preparation. 


The knowledge of the fact that the mucous membrane 
of the mouth absorbs opium with great rapidity shows 
how the secretions of the mouth are arrested—hence the 
foetid odour and dryness, with the wall licking desire 
exhibited in horses under colic and opium administra- 
tion. This used to be looked on as a coudition due to 
dyspepsia and acidity—one dose of tinct. opii. will cause 
it. ‘The nausea produced by this drug is sometimes not 
overcome for many days; the appetite is kept in abey- 
ance ; digestion may be very seriously affected. These 
few hints point to the use of morphine instead of the 
crude article, hypodermics where it is practicable. Some 
like using pilocarpin ; it is very useful but ought not to 
be continued ; it is cumulative. Materia medica has not 
discovered any drug yet to rival opium as an anagelsic 
except, of course, anesthesia. Opium is resorted to for 
the alleviation of pain from any cause except iu inflam- 
mation of the brain and its meninges. Its valued action 
is clearly demonstrated in the treatment of spasm, 
when sensory and motor disturbance is set at rest. 


Hceemoptysis is combated by opium, from its soothing 
effect upon the vascular system. Its depressing influ- 
ences on these centres place the bleeding animal in re- 
pose and safety. The astringent effect is perhaps seen 
more to advantage in the treatment of diarrhea than 
other affections ; its action is pronounced, but the dose 
must be small and repeated. Short intervals between 
the doses are better than long ones, the object being to 
keep up the action of the dose, whereas if the interval 
be long that action passed off. In large dosés as astrin- 
gents acting too quickly, there is fear of paralysing the 
splanchnics and causing more purging. Smaller doses 
stimulating inhibitory nervous apparatus. Minimum 
doses have a dual action on the alimentary canal by 
relieving intestinal pain and the inconvenience of 
— catarrh, but in chronic dyspepsia it is not indi- 
cated. 

Asa sedative to the respiratory centre and afferent 
lung nerves, especially regarding cough which is a re- 
flex act, the soothing influence of opium merits its use 
largely in many distressing affections of the thoracic 


organs. Coughing is often a beneficial act, and should | 


not be arrested as a general practice without first trying 
to remove the cause. In some instances where distress 
is marked and secretion abundant it is prudent not to 
administer opium lest we arrest what nature will and 
can to a great extent eliminate by expectoration. 
Camphor combined with opium in cough is very useful. 
n cases where the product of tissue change is causing 
trouble, such as lymphangitis, opium aggravates matters 
from its power of arresting the action of the kidneys. 
Diabetes insipidus in the dog and in man also is much 
relieved by opium, although it is not proved that it has 
been found in the urine, but it is fair to believe that it 


of urine is certainly diminished. Retention in the horse 
and dog can at times be seen after giving a full dose. 

Age greatly modifies the action ; in the young it is 
borne very badly and the dangers of its use are increased. 
Suck.ing mares excrete it in the milk, thereby affecting 
the offspring. In the older animals more may be re- 
quired to bring about the effect desired. With the 
exception of the astringent action required I prefer mor- 
phine for its easy administration and more rapid action. 
The quality also can be better relied upon, as it is of 
definite composition. 

Since the days of Pliny and Paracelsus opium has 
been used as a preventive in malarial fevers, and is now 
used in the fen districts of this county as the prophylactic 
against ague. (Applause). 


Discussion. 


Mr. Goovcu said he was sure they were all very much 
obliged to Mr. Dickinson for his able paper brought 
forward for discussion. (Hear.) They were likewise 
very much obliged for the manner in which he had 
explained, and by his experience certified to the actions of 
the drug opium. He was very pleased to hear Mr. 
Dickinson say that he would rather have the active 
principle of the drug itself than opium. By ad- 
ministering hypodermically drugs were quicker in 
their action and more easily given, and this desirability 
of obtaining the active principle applied not only to 
opium, but to other drugs. He also agreed with Mr. 
Dickinson’s opinion as to cases of opium poisoning by 
repeated doses of colic draughts. He had seen colic 
drinks given with grave results and he believed in some 
cases death would be produced by the opium and not 
from the cause for which the draught was given. 

Mr. MAcKINDER said when he first saw the subject of 
opium he began to think what Mr. Dickiuson could tell 
them new about it. It was once said that if they had 
only opium and physic, that was all a veterinary sur- 
geon needed, and he quite agreed that they used opium 
indiscriminately. He had seen cases of opium poisoning 
and where large doses had been given to broken-winded 
horses. Ln those cases there was profuse sweating in the 
flank. They stood drooping and sweating in the flank, 
with their bottom lip drooping, and in a sleepy stupor, 
and in some cases died from opium poisoning. He would 
rather use morphia, and he objected to opium in itself. 
In the case of any iuflammatory action of the mucous 
membrane he would not use the tincture of opium. He 
believed in the ayueous svlution, as they did not get 
inflammatory action and were more likely to save the 
case. They were living in an age when many new drugs 
were coming up such as chlorodyne and chloral hydrate, 
but no one cvuld say unless he had a good stock of 
opium that he had everything he wanted. He asked 
how much opium Mr, Dickinson ,had ever known given 
to any animal. 

Mr. Dickinson :—I once knew 23 ounces given in 14 
hours. I have known one ounce given in a ball. 

Mr. Mackinver said he had known three ounces to be 
obtained from the chemist’s and given in a ball, 

Mr, RvupkKn cited a case in which 14 ounces of opium 
killed a horse. 

Mr. Jas. Smit said he should like to join in thanking 
Mr. Dickinson for so very kindly bringing forward this 
subject which no doubt, although a very familiar one, 
was one which they were very liable to think more lightly 
of than it ought to be. For his own part he must con- 
fess that as to using opium, he seldom did, but the active 
principle was a very favourite drug of his, and when 
given hypudermically he had seen some excellent cures 
by this injection of morphia, more than he had seen in 
years gone by by the use of tincture of opium. He had 


18 in part eliminated in this manner. The amount 


not the slightest doubt in his mind that even at the 
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present day many of the cases they saw aud which they 
considered to be suffering from some affection of the 
bowels, many of the symptoms were caused by the ad- 
mistration of opium given to relieve pain. 

Mr. Mackinper in answer to Mr. Hartley, said that 
in cases of opium poisoning the pulse was fluttering. 

The Prestpent (Mr. T. E. Smith) said that he must 
endorse the complimentary remarks made as to Mr. 
Dickinson’s paper, and he was of the same opinion as 
him as to the cumulative doses of this drug given in 
colic draughts. Several years ago he used to give it, and 
had found the same result as described, and he had now 
quite discontinued the use of it in colic draughts. Ina 
case that came under his notice, a man gave a horse six 
drachms of opium before going tua fair. He did not sell 
it but brought it back. It would not touch its food, and 
about two hours after it died. He had known an ounce 
given by dealing men in severe cases of broken-wind. 

Mr. Hartuey said some of the horses in the fens had a 
lot of opium given them. 

Capt. Russett said he had been very pleased to hear 
the paper that Mr. Dickinson had written. He had 
taken an infinite amount of trouble over a dry and diffi- 
cult subject, because it was not everybody who had the 
ability or opportunity to watch his patients and notice 
the actual effects of the drugs upon them as Mr. Dickin- 
son had done. In his own practice they used but little 
opium, and they seldom administered it except to beasts 
with stoppages, and they then gave six ounces for a dose. 
They gave it with this idea, that where they got an 
enormous amount of pain and with peristaltic action, 
if they gave a good big dose of tincture of opium things 
went ov better for it. He had smoked opium, and he 
assured them it was a very pleasurable sensation. Just a 
little bit about the size of a tare seed in a pipe of tobacco 
was not half bad taking. Mr. Dickinson had been at 
great trouble to write an interesting paper on a drug 
they knew very little about, for he held that they used 
it without knowing much about it and what the effects 
would be. They knew what the results were and what 
they desired to get, but did not know much about the 
drug. He thought there were many cases of constipation 
in the horse that they rendered worse by its use, and 
kept longer under treatment than should be. 

On the motion of Mr. Hartley seconded by Mr. Rudkin, 
Mr. Dickinson was heartily thanked for his paper. 

Mr. Dicktnson in reply said he was very much obliged 
for their expressions of gratitude for his paper, which 
was simply given with the idea of causing discussion as 
to the pathological and therapeutical properties of the 
drug. e never used opium in colic draughts, because 
he had seen poisoning by the use. Chloric ether or 
aromatics acted quite as well and cost very little as com- 
pared with opium, which to say the least was expensive. 
He advised them if they mixed their own tincture of 
opium not to throw the dregs away, they made beautiful 
cough balls with camphor. The science of adulteration 
had now so advanced that it had become difficult to get 
the crude drug pure and honest, it was necessary there- 
fore to get the properly tested alkaloid or active princi- 

le. With regard to the ‘quantity of opium given toa 

orse, he was once told that a man had given an ounce of 
arsenic. Now he knew very well that he did not. A man 
went and bonght three ounces of opium from a chemist 
but he did not get three ounces of opium. There was 
no reason why such a dose should poison or should not 
poison. Then again they had idiosyncrasy coming in. 
Some men could drink brandy and others could not, and 
the same thing applied to animals and these drugs. The 
quality of opium had a great deal to do with its action. 

Mr. Dickinson gave a few practical directions as to the 


a fear of peritonitis succeeding the operation, there was 
nothing better than opium. In opium poisoning there 
was one simple little thing that would help them more 
than anything else in resuscitating the animal, and that 
a big enema pipe in the rectum, keep the sphincter open. 
It roused them from sleep and would keep them going 
with cold applied in other parts. (Applause.) 

It was decided to hold the next meeting at Peterboro’. 
Two interesting pathological specimens were shown by 
Capt. Russell and Mr. Rudkin. 


THe DINNER. 


An excellent dinner was served at the Angel and George 
Hotei, Mr. Thos. Smith presiding, and Mr. Dickinson 
being in the Vice-chair. The health of the President was 

ro- posed in felicitous terms by Mr. Dickinson ; and Mr. 
Smith suitably replied. Capt. Russell in complimentary 
phrases gave the health of the Mayor who replied, ex- 
pressing his pleasure at having been privileged to attend 
so interesting a gathering. 

Mr. Mackrnper gave the health of the retiring secre- 
tary commenting on the excellence of that gentleman’s 
work during the last two years and the untiring interest 
he had taken in the welfare of the society. The secretary 
duly replied, and the health of the treasurer was heartily 
toasted on the proposition of Mr. Goodall, and met with 
a characteristic response from Capt. Russell, and the 
company shortly afterwards separated having had a very 
pleasant remuin. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


CONFERENCE BETWEEN COMMITTEES 


APPOINTED BY THE RoyaL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS AND THE Royat VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


At the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, Red 
Lion Square, March 27th, 1893. W. J. Mulvey, Esq., 
President of the R.C.V.S. in the chair. 

The committee representing the R.C.V.S. were :— 
Vet.-Col. Oliphant, Vet.-Capt. Raymond ; Messrs. J. F. 
Simpson and W. Hunting, and those representing the 
Royal Veterinary College, Gen. Sir F. Fitz Wygram, Bart., 
M.P., Vet.-Col. Lambert, Prof. Crookshank, and B. 
Berens, Esq. 

The Prestpent :—Probably you are all aware of the 
reason of this meeting,—that it is the result of a letter 
received from the secretary of the Royal Veterinary Uol- 
lege asking that a conference should take place between 
certain of their representatives. and members of this 
Council. Before we commence the proceedings, { should 
like to state that it is the wish and desire of the Council 
R.C.V.S., to work in harmony with the representatives of 
the various schools. I should also like to point out that 
we have for sometime past been engaged in drawing up @ 
scheme for increased education and that our examinations 
will in 1895 be very much increased. In May next 4 
written examination will be introduced, and it is desirable 
in the interests of all concerned that those examinations 
should be uniform in every particular, both in England 
and Scotland. For that purpose we have arranged that 
in May next the written examination will be conducted 
simultaneously, that is to say in London, Edinburgh, and 
Glasgow, the written examination will take place 1” 
three classes on the same day, at the same hour. 
request from the Royal Veterinary College is that a co 


The 


urchase and storage of opium, and said that as a para- 
yser of the bowels, there was nothing in the pharmaco- 
poeia like it; and in abdominal surgery, where there was 


ference shall take place to discuss the advisability of = 
tering the date for the summer examination. [ shall be 
| very glad if the representatives of the Camden Town 


‘ 
a 
t 
e 
b 
of 
fli 


i! 
ij 
of 
| th 
thi 
of 
| of 
| | on]; 
very 
knoy 
com| 
80 th 
| ary 
awar, 
: 
Offer ‘ 
: 
Myse} 
sure, h 
4 
Pointm, 
Counei) 
that th 
= 
: *Peakin, 
= 


April 29, 1893. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 6oy 


= 


school will give us their reasons for that alteration, and I 
am perfectly certain that anything they may say will be 
well considered by the Council. 
Dr. CrooksHaNk :—I am requested by Sir Frederick 
to put these matters before you though I am not pre- 
-_pared with any speech giving you the full details. I 
should like to explain if I may what the position of the 
Governors of the College has been with regard to the 
teaching of the students at their college. About two 
years ago a special committee was appointed to inquire 
into the cause of failure of students the examinations and 
to enquire also into the general teaching of the College. 
A great deal cf evidence was taken from members of the 
staff and what is of equal importance evidence also from 
the students, and it was unanimously agreed that the 
whole of the teaching of the College required to be re- 
organised. One point upon which evidence was taken 
was the advisability of adopting a summer session, and it 
was unanimously that the summer séssion should 
be held, and also that a Calendar of the College should be 
prepared containing a syllabus of the work done in the 
College. Now the one idea which has been dominant 
in the minds of those who were anxious to re-organise 
the teaching, has been to benefit the students, and to 
benefit the whole veterinary profession. 1f therefore any 
events have occurred in which there has not been suftici- 
ent consultation with other authorities it has been merely 
an oversight on our part in this direction, and possibly 
has risen from ignorance on the part of those who have 
been mainly instrumental in proposing these changes. 
What we feel with regard to the students of the College 
is this, that for some years they have not received the 
education which the profession really demands, and one 
great reason for that has been that we were agreed that 
an attempt has been made to cram too much work into 
the winter session, and that then the long time which 
elapses between the winter session, and the following 
winter session, has not been arranged usefully for the 
benefit of the students. We took evidence in the subject 
of pupilage ia the summer session, and we had very con- 
flicting opinions, but I think we may say as the result 
of that confidential committee it was unanimously agreed 
that the time could be better spent than in pupilage in 
the country. Speaking for myself personally, if [ may 
be allowed to do so, as I have taken great interest in 
this matter, I have looked at it entirely from the point 
of view of the veterinary student. I have been, as some 
of you are aware, intimately connected with the Royal 
Veterinary College now for some four or five years, not 
only teaching there, but also in the capacity of a student 
myself carrying on investigations. Therefore I have had 
very great opportunities—exceptional opportunities of 
knowing the ins and outs of the College. That has been 
combined with my professional duties at King’s College, 
80 that I have been in a position to compare the veterin- 
ary student with the medical student. Now I am fully 
aware that one has to consider a great many points in 
drawing this parallel. Of course the two professions 
are not exactly the same; the two professions do not 
offer exactly the same prizes, aud we have heard dis- 
paraging remarks made from that point of view with re- 
gard to the veterinary profession. Now I think that 
myself a very great mistake, and quite the wrong ground 
for us to regulate the College upon, because I feel quite 
sure, having taken great interest in the veterinary pro- 
fession and having watched its progress during the past 
few years, that there is a still greater future for the pro- 
®ssion. I cannot help feeling impressed with the ap- 
Pments that are rising from public bodies, County 
cuncils, the London County Council and the danger 
here is—anud here I am wishing to treat the two 
Plofessions impartially, and not to be considered as 
‘peaking in antagonism to my own profession, | do not 
Wish to do that, but L do see this danger—that if we do 


not educate our students, and bring them up to the 
standard of fulfilling many positions which are being 
found out and will yet be found out, then will be the 
danger of those positions being to a great extent handed 
over to members of the medical profession, especially to 
medical officers of health. I think even as it is, the 
medical officers of health encroach too much upon the 
duties which ought to be entirely placed in the hands of 
veterinary inspectors throughout the country. ‘It then 
resolves itself into this, that we the Governors of the 
College feel that we have not only to prepare students 
for examinations, we have not only to prepare them for 
their diplomas, we have not only to give them an educa- 
tion which will enable the majority to earn their bread 
and cheese—that is of the highest importance—but we 
must also as a great teaching school, cater for those who 
are aspiring after the higher appointments. Now we 
have felt that the only way we can do this, and 
raise the Royal Veterinary College to the standard of 
that great teaching school near Paris, is to re-organise 
the whole teaching department of the College, and to 
carry out that teaching iu a most efficient way. Naturally 
we have compared the methods which are employed in 
the medical schvols and in other schools and colleges, 
and we have been so strongly impressed with the necessity 
for continuing the studies for a longer period, without 
such a long break as at present exists, that we have decid- 
ed to draw up a Calendar, and in that Calendar to incor- 
porate, so as not to delay the publication of the syllabus, 
a provisional syllabus, and that syllabus provides for 
three years instruction, the four years system not having 
yet come into force. That provisional syllabus provides 
fora summer and winter session in each year. Now, 
sir, the great object of the summer session is to carry out 
in the summer for the most part, the more purely scien - 
tific subjects, such as chemistry, practical chemistry, 
botany, practical physiology, practical histology, practical 
pathology and perhaps also lectures upod obstetrics and 
hygienc— such subjects as these which can be thoroughly 
well studied in the summer session. We know that 
anatomy cannot with advantage be studied in the 
summer session, but there are a number of scientific 
subjects which we feel at the present time crowd out the 
important subjects that have to be studied in the winter. 
We want to contine the summer session more to lectures 
on medicine, surgery, and anatomy, together with practi- 
cal work, because our programme has been to increase not 
only scientific, but also practical work. Aud these classes 
of the summer session would also be associated with a 
great deal of clinical instruction. We have considered 
the benefit of the students themselves, and I think 
although one is quite open to conviction, we may safely 
say that the students would unquestionably benefit by 
having a summer session, To my mind, knowing so 
intimately as I do the capacities of the students, both 
veterinary and medical, | cannot help thinking that the 
sudden cessation of duties, of lectures and demonstra- 
tions from May to the following October is most delet- 
erious to the student. When he comes back again in 
his second year and begins his winter session he takes 
some time before he gets into harness. Speaking for my 
own part I had even felt in my days asa student that 
when we were anxious to get through our examinations 
—I speak of earnest and hard working students —that we 
even looked upon the long vacation, absolutely necessary 
as it is, as a disadvantage when we thought of the break 
it entailed in the studies. But of course it was quite 
impossible to work from year to year without any holiday 
at all; it was absolutely necessary to have thorough rest, 
but not such a complete cessation of studies as is involved 
in the present arrangement of the Royal Veterinary 
College. We all look upon that as being t#® chief cause 
of the failure of students in the examinations, and also 


the chief cause of the complaints of men not being 
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thoroughly up in their work. Now, sir, the object of 
increasing this scientific work, or rather spreading the 
time over which the scientific work is done, and also the 
practical work—the particular object is not to turn men 
out mere scientists, and nothing else. Such a thing is as 
far from our minds as possible. We acknowledge the 
immense importance of the men being thoroughly practi- 
cal, but we want the scientific education which they do 
get to be given thoroughly, and not to be given in sucha 
way that it is necessary tocram them up just before they 
go in for their examinations. We have evidence for in- 
stance given to us of certain classes—I will not mention 
them to be invidious, in which there is really practically 
no work done at all, and then when the time comes for 
examination it is crammed work, hurriedly gone through ; 
the result being that although the men may pass the 
examination no sound knowledge can be obtained which 
can he utilised in practice. Now, sir, what we have 
endeavoured to do, although I did nut come here pre. 
pared—I came to this meeting prepared to listen and not 
to speak—what we are anxious to do is to obtain your 
co-operation in enabling us to hold a summer session— 
that is to say to hold an examination in July, so that the 
students can pass through their whole curriculum before 
they go into their examination, placing in fact the system 
of education on precisely the same basis as the education 
of the medical students. There are other ways in which 
we should be glad of your co-operation. We are most 
anxious to have our students thoroughly well taught and 
we know that there are certain subjects, certain things 
in which that result is not arrived at by simple teaching 
being provided. Let me give you an instance of this. 
We have heard of great inattention in times past in the 
dissecting-room. Now we may provide the best dissect 
ing-room in the world, we may provide the best teacher 
in the world, and yet there will be ix-attention in the 
dissecting-room. The only way in which we can get 
your wishes carried out is by your co operation. Iam 
only citing this as an example to show how absolutely 
necessary it is for us to work together; if for 
instavce you make the practical examinations in 
anatomy compulsory, you at once make the dis- 
secting room ove of the busiest parts of the College. 
We have had precisely the same experience in the 
medical schools, At one time in the medical schools 
the dissecting ro»m was very far from being properly 
attended. The Royal College of Surgeons then passed 
a resolution that there should a practical examination in 
anatomy—a primary examinatiou—and at once the teach- 
ing in anatomy was most successfully carried out. In 
the same way for the pass examination of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of England, for sometime there was 
no examination in mid-wifery aud the diploma was given 
students on receiving the membership of the Royal 
College of Surgeons as fully qualified medical practitioners; 
they could go into the country and at once attend ob- 
stetrical cases. Now, all that it was necessary to do was 
to attend a certain number of lectures, and to have been 
present at something like ten labours. J need hardly 
tell you that that was very far from being sutticient for a 
medical student. Very few of us would like to have a 
medical man attend any of one’s family, if all the ex 
perience he had gained was being present at a few cases 
of labour. We impressed upon the students the absolute 
necessity of studying this subject although it was not 
required for the diploma, but it was without avail. We 
might provide them with the best lectures, we might give 
practical courses in the hospital; it was all no use, until 
an examination was rendered necessary by the Royal 
College of Surgeons. Then at once the whole character 
of the teaching of the school wasimproved. The medical 
schools in that way you see, rely very much upon the 
Royal College of Surgeons for their co-operation, and so 
it is with the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Some teachers and professors have said to me “ It is 
quite hopeless to try and make students take any interest 
in the matter. There is an anatomy prize offered, and 
hardly anybody cares to prepare a dissection to compete 
forit.” { am just giving you the sort of conversation 
in general terms one has on this subject. [ reply that if 
we have the co-operation of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons we should at once get over these difficulties. 
We provide efficient teaching, but the teaching will be 
inefficient unless we have the co-operation of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. I have just given these 
few illustrations, and I am sure I may say on behalf of 
my colleagues that we have been so much impressed with 
the urgency of this matter, of the necessity of raising and 
and improving the whole teaching of the Royal Veterin- 
ary College, that we have proceeded upon our own re- 
sponsibility, and not perhaps with sufficient discretion, 
but we hope this Council will overlook any acts which 
were acts of too much zeal, and remember that we have 
no interest of any kind; there are no prejudices, there 
are no vested interests of any sort. Our sole object in 
holding this conference, in holding this committee of 
inquiry, in holding a great number of meetings, in drafting 
the Calendar for the College, in passing the syllabus of 
education, has been the benefit of the profession and the 
students and indirectly through raising them, the benefit 
of the whole profession. I hope therefore you will over- 
look anything that we may have done which may have 
been misconstrued, and that you will take what we have 
done upon its true ground, and will do your best to co- 
operate with us, not only in this matter, but in all those 
other matters which I have just touched upon iu connec- 
tion with the education of the Royal Veterinary College. 

General Sin Freperitck FitzWyaram, Bart. :—I 
think the great difficulty, as I understand, on the part 
of the Royal College arises from the very natural desire 
to get the same educational test for the whole of the 
students, and for that purpose they have proposed to add 
oral eXaminations to the existing written exam- 
inatious and to set those papers exactly similar for each 
of the schools and students. I do not think the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons really values the written 
examination so much for itself, as that it enables them to 
gauge the educational status and the fitness of students, 
and it seems to me some means might be arrived at by 
which possibly the students of the Royal Veterinary 
College might come up to that special portion of the 
examination at the same time as the other schools, and 
the remainder of the examination be deferred till the 
close of the summer session. It is only an idea which 
occurred to me in order to fall in as far as possible with 
what I believe to be the very right and desirable object 
of having examinations on the same day. I am sure the 
Royal Veterinary College would wish to submit their 
students at the examination to any amount of pro- 
fessional test that the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons should wish. We have been most anxious in every 
kind of way to put our educational standard as high as 
we can. You will findit is seldom that a student coming 
from the Royal Veterinary College is unfis&in au educa- 
tional sense for the practice of the profession, and we 
have not the slightest wish to hinder the endeavours 0 
the Council to obtain a professional status equal and 
sutti-ient among all the students. 

Mr. James Simpson :—I do not know of course what 
you propose to admit in this conference, whether you 
desire members of the Committee who represent our Coul- 
cil to enter into an argument with the gentlemen who 
are advocating this summer session or whether you 
us merely to put certain questions. 

The Presipent :—I should suggest that you put cel 
tain questions. 

Mr. simpson :—I thought that would be your decisio?. 
What struck me first when the subject was moo was 
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this point: Is the time at the Teaching College fully 
occupied ; that is to say, from the time students assemble 
until the examinations commence, is that time fully used 
for imparting knowledge to the student! I ask that 
question because I am given to understand that although 
we are now some considerable time off the May examina- 
tions, that the lectures, or the greater part of them, have 
already been discontizued at the Institution which you 
represent. I may bewrong. May I ask if that is so? 

Siz Freperick FirzWyeram :—I think it probably 
would be so, because what the students complain of is the 
excessive length of the second half of the winter session, 
and our proposal is not so much to increase the whole 
course during the year as to divide it more equally so 
that we should stop somewhat earlier than the summer 
session. Therefore what you say probably would be more 
or less correct. 

Professor CrooksHANK:—The explanation being 
simply that under this proposed scheme the winter 
session would last from October to the Ist of April, 
and then there would be the usual Easter vacation during 


April. On the Ist of May they would re-assemble until | 


about the middle of July. 

Mr. Simpson :—Do we understand that you consider 
the number of months in London too long, or the num- 
ber of lectures delivered daily too many ! 

Sin Freveeick FirzWyGram :—No; we do not con- 
sider the number of lectures delivered daily too long nor 
the time spent in London too long, but, on the contrary, 
we propose rather to increase by about one fortnight the 
whole length of the year’s study. 

Mr. Simpson :—1 understand the practice now is this, 
that students do not have the opportunity of listening 
to lectures after 11 or 12 o’clock on Friday afternoon, 
and that absolutely no work is done on Saturday. Is 
that so ? 

Sir Freverick FirzWye@ram:—We give a certain 
amount of time every day to practical instruction in all 
the departments, we set apart a portion of each day for 
some practical or clinical work. 

Mr. Simpson :—Does not the Class A student consider 
himself perfectly at liberty, so far as College work is con- 
cerned, from Friday at 11 or 12 o’clock until Monday 
morning. 

Pog FREDERICK FitzWycramM :—The syllabus will show 
at. 

Mr. Simpson :—You are uot in a position to say 
whether the students do devote themselves to College 
work during that time? What we want is to ascertain 
what actually takes place at the College. 

Professor CrooksHANK :— We could not answer that 
question without referring to the Dean, who has had to 
make a sort of provisional syllabus for the year because 
this new syllabus has not yet come into force, and we are 
obliged to give him discretion to get over this temporary 
difficulty ; put 1 quite agree with you that the syllabus 
of previous years has been most faulty. Jt has not 
necessitated men being at the College regularly for the 
Whole day and for every day, which is what I should like 
to see, but I think if you will refer to the new syllabus, 
the proposed syllabus which we are most anxious to put 
im force, the student will be kept at the College every- 
day till five o’clock, and we have purposely put a lecture 
in the winter session from four to five, sv that there is no 
excuse for the student leaving the College. 

Mr. Simpson :—Assuming that this Council approved 
of the summer session, will you tell us what time you 
Would expect the student to devote to the attainment of 
practical knowledge in the country. 

Sir Frevertck FirzWyGraM:—We are making very | 
gteat endeavours to get more animals and more practice | 
Up at Camden Tuwn. I think by practical arrangements 

between the College and Copenhagen fields we shall be | 
able to get more practice at Camden Town day by day 


than the student would get if he went down to the coun- 
try practitioner. That is our idea, and with your help. 
we intend doing it. 

Mr. Stmpson :—-We understand perfectly the difticulty 
| that you have. 

Sir Freperick FirzWyeram:—We have an idea that 
_by offering to attend animals at a nominal fee we shall 
get a large number. 
| Professor CrooKsHANK :--There will still be facilities 
from July to September for going into the country. 

_ Mr. Stimpson :—The student has the opportunity of 

having six weeks practice in the country. It would pro- 

| bably take him a fortnight to learn the geography of the 
part he chooses to settle down in. 

| Sir Frepertck FirzWyeram:—I think we leave 

rather more than six weeks. If we break up on the 15th 

| July there will be all Angust and all September, which is 

weeks. 

Mr. Hunting :—The months that you have laid out 

for the summer session are May and June. It terminates 

on the Ist July. 

Sir Freperick FitzWyaram:—That endorses my 

idea that he would have three months in the country. 

Mr. Huntine :—The syllabus says from the Ist of May 
to the Ist of July. ‘That is exactly two months. 
Sir Frevertck FitzWycram:—I understood Mr. 
| Simpson’s view was that they had such a very short time 
in the country, whereas it turns out that it is nearly 
‘three months. 
| Mr. Simpson :—I was going on to say, of course the 
_gentlemen representing the teaching college will under- 

' stand our anxiety to study a great many interests. We 
have the interests of the student to consider equally with 
yourselves, and what [ am very desirous of seeing is an 

‘opportunity given for the students to gain at least as 

| much practical knowledge as they have the opportunity 

of acquiring now. Dr. Crookshank recognises the 
necessity of giving the studeut as much practical know- 

‘ledge as possible. It seems to me by the plan which has 

been suggested that you are rather reducing the oppor- 

tunity that they would have of getting that knowledge 

' outside the College. 

Professor CrooksHank :—There will be a guarantee of 

more teaching because there are definite clinical 
lectures definite clinical work laid out 

every day during the summer session. Of course 
what we found was this, when we had that Com- 

‘mission of Enquiry—that there was no guarantee when 
students went away that they would go into the country. 

| Now, by this method there will be a guarantee, because 
they will be obliged to attend these clinical lectures, and 
we shall go on, we hope, toinstitute a similar arrange- 
ment to the one in force in medical schools, that we 
shall absolutely refuse to sigu, or rather the Dean will 
refuse to sign up, students who do not attend regularly 
the lectures, practical and clinical. 

Sir Freperick Fitz Wyaram :--As regards horse prac- 
tice there is not munch trouble at Camden Town because 
they are gradually getting the confidence of cabdrivers 
and cardrivers, and we have now at that school every 
morning plenty of animals. The difficulty we have is in 
the cows, but, with regard to horse practice, | think we 
can say we have plenty of subjects. 

Mr. Simpson:—Il think we are glad that Professor 
Crookshank has eased our minds on this subject that the 
length of study will not be reduced during the winter 
session, rather that the number of hours will be increased 
and that an opportunity will be given to the students by 


‘the authorities of the teaching college to enter into an 


arrangement with owners of cattle in the neighbour- 
hood. 

Coionel Lampert :—As you have very careful 
enquiry has been made into the teaching at the College. 


| [ was one of that Committee of Enquiry and we were 
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obliged to come to the conclusion that the method re- 
= a very great improvement, and chiefly in the 

irection of obtaining good practical knowledge. I 
believe that was the main ground of the decision arrived 
at by the committee, that the students should see more 
clinical and practical work in all the animals they had to 
treat. The Governors have, as far as we have been able, 
held many meetings and have tried to get up a good 
scheme, and the calendar that is now on the table is the 
provisional resulf upon your decision about the four 

ears scheme. I know very well the great stumbling 

lock and bone of contention in this matter has been 
that students should see practice iv the country during 
the tive that castration is going on, and during the time 
that they can see most of obstetrics. I think everyone 
will agree that it is a very important thing, but at the 
same time when we see the quality of the practical know- 
ledge as shown by the various young veterinary surgeons 
we must admit that even now with their practice in the 
summer they do not obtain that knowledge which we 
think they ought todo, Very many young veterinary 
surgeons, members of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, have never themselves castrated a horse, and 
they have not the slightest idea how todoit. Ihave met 
many of them myself, and as to being able to bring a calf 


a very prominent part in the public life of the town for 
many years. One of the first services rendere] was in 
connection with the administration of the affairs of the 
Parochial Board. Forty years ago these were distinguished 
by extravagance and inefficiency—the rate was 2s. 6d. in 
the £1, and men in regular employment were in on y 
of parochial relief. As a result the poor-house was built, 
the list of paupers was revised, and the rate was consider- 
ably reduced. He occupied a seat in the Town Council 
for several terms, and was twice or oftener elected a 
bailie. Possessed of antiquarian tastes, he discovered a 
fruitful field for exploration in the contents of the burgh 
record office, with which he became more familiar than 
any other person. ln this way he was enabled to render 
considerable service to the town ;_ he discovered, for ex- 
ample, its superiority over a number of subjects, and 
large arrears of dues owing to the town; and his infor- 
mation was frequently drawn upon by lawyers and others. 
He took an active part in improving the sanitary state 
of the town: after Bailie Wood, he was probably most 
entitled to credit for the success of the movement to ac- 
quire the gas works ;-and he was a governor of the 
Dumfries Savings Bank. A man of forceful character, 
bluff in his manner, but kindly and obliging, he was a 
useful citizen, a genial companion, and enjoyed the re- 


spect of all his acquaintances. He was twice a widower, 


or a foal into the world in case of ditiiculty it would be a 
and leaves a grown-up family.—Glasgow Herald. 


closed book to them. It appears to me the real object of 
the Royal Veterinary College is tu obtain good practical 
knowledge for the students. We should be glad to ob- 
tain your co-operation in doing so. If the summer 
session is a mistake as far as regards the practice of tak- 
ing young men away from the country we may be quite 
sure it will soon be forcibly brought home to the Royal 
Veterinary College by a considerable reduction in the 
number of their students. Parents will not send their 


ACTION AGAINST A MEDICAL OFFICER OF 
HEALTH. 


sons to an institution where they think the teaching is| A recent issue of the Northampton Mercury contains a I 
not of the very best, at any rate not from this part of | report of an action in the Northampton County Court V 
the country, so that if a mistake is made the Royal | against Mr. Cogan, Medical Officer of Health, for the r 
Veterinary College will soon disc6ver it. alieged unlawful seizure of a heifer. The plaintiff, a h 
_____ | horse-slaughterer, named Blundell, claimed £1 for tres- a 
pass and £1 10s. value of a of 
oy the defendant on November 2nd last. For the defen- i) 
a , ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. dant it was pleaded that he acted within the powers and 8I 
on TT in the execution of the duties of a medical officer of re 
Lonpon Gazerre, 21st April, 1893, | health, and he to 
‘BAG .__ | respect of acts done in the performance of duties confe 
YRoMANRY Cavatry.—2nd West York (the Prince on him as officer of the Northampton 
CP of Wales’ own) James Brand, ent., to be Vety.- | Urban Sanitary Authority. at. 
ga Lieutenant, (April, 1893). According to the evidence of the plaintiff, the defen- ex: 
dant went to his licensed premises, and, seeing the car- doy 
oe eit. case of a heifer, asked what was to be done with it. Yo 
\aan Vety.-Lieutenant A. E. Richardson arrived from } Plaintiff said it was to be sent to London for cat’s meat; 
mt Pe India on the 22nd inst., atter completing tour of | but Mr. Cogan forbad this and sent for a policeman. In 
sh i service in that country, and has been granted leave spite of plaintiff's expostulations the carcase was —_ TH 
me! of absence up to the 23rd May before a magistrate ; but when he heard what the owne | 
re ; intended doing with it he refused to condemn it. He, P 
a et = | however, gave it as his opinion that the meat was not fit " 
MR. ROBERT BELL PaTER .RC.v.s. for human food. 
Mr. Cogan said that he saw the carcase of the 
i | Much regret is felt in Dumfries, and will be shared by | heifer it was skinned and dressed and appareutly washed. a 
ma. es numerous acquaintances far beyond it, at the death of | Blundell asked him to examine it and pass it, as d pry 
i Mr. Robert Paterson, V.S., which occurred at a late hour | wanted to sell it for batcher’s meat. He said he coul — 
. hy on Wednesday night, and after a severe illness which had | not pass it, and then Blundell said he should sell it for { e. 
| \ extended over three months. Mr. Paterson was in the | cat’s meat. Blundell was then told the carcase would the. 
~ Me 73rd year of his age, and was one of the ablest and best- seized, and as he became noisy a policeman was sent for. ps n 
a) 2° known of the townsmen of the Border burgh. He served| After the magistrate had seen the carcase, Mr. - - 
Je an apprenticeship to the trade of blacksmith, and after- | sent to Blundell, telling him he could have it back if ae 
Pet wards attended the veterinary classes in Edinburgh. He | would agree to boil it in the presence of the — on: 
ay started business as a V.S. in his native town, and was inspector. Blundell refused to have the carcase — ps 
if x recoguised to be the leading man in his profession in the | these terms, but denied ever intending it for — ahine 
mt South of Scotland. When the local authorities eame food, or that he had asked the medical officer aa 
9 ¥, into existence under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) | pass it. on was Prof, - 
ae The judge, in giving judgment, said the question ¥ es 


Act, Mr. Paterson became inspector for the county, and 


he occupied the office at the time of his death. He took — 


whether the medical officer had reasonab 
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‘the meat back, and therefore there would be nominal 


suspecting that this carcase might be sent up, though 
ostensibly for cat’s meat, and used for human food. His 
Honour thought he had reasonable cause, and therefore 
there could be no tress When, however, the magis- 
trate had dealt with the carcass, the medica) officer did 
wrong in imposing conditions on its return. But the 
plaintiff, if he had not taken umbrage, might have had 


damages only for the conversion. His Honour gave 
judgment for the plaintiff for 1s., without costs. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE INFLUENCE OF IMAGINATION IN 
BREEDING. 
Sie, 

I was somewhat amused to read in your issue of 8th 
April the extract from Professor Wallace’s book on 
“Farm Live Stock.” One of the first shepherds men- 
tioned in scriptural history was more fully alive to this 
influence than the Professor’s remarks would lead one to 
think stock keepers seem to be even at the present date. 
Genesis xxx. contains the history of Jacob’s experi- 
ments with his master Labau’s flocks, experiments inter- 
esting to future generations in many ways. 

I recollect well when I was a boy at school nearly 60 
years ago, the parish teacher, whose house was quite 
contiguous to my father’s farm, applied to him for per- 
mission to graze an Ayrshire cow along with a herd of 
pure Galloways, of course all black, which my father 
had. My father rather demurred, and enquired if the 
teacher recollected the scriptural case I have mentioned. 
The latter only laughed at the idea, and as they were 
neighbours and all his family were attending the school 
my father granted the permission craved. The result 
was that two of the calves of the first production were 
red, the first red calves I ever saw. There were more 
next season, and naturally the agreement was brought to 
a close. 

Another case; somewhat similar, came under my 
observation. A neighbouring farmer of my own had a 
small herd of Galloway cows. He also possessed a large 
retriever dog, black with grey ears, and five or six rather 
large grey spots ou him. This dog was usually tied in 
the byre close to one of these cows. The cow produced 
a calf which when four weeks old I was requested to look 
at. The dog was tied beside it, and I was invited to 
examine both minutely. There was not a mark on the 
dog but what a corresponding one appeared on the calf.— 
Yours truly, 

B. I. 


THE FORTHCOMING ELECTION OF COUNCIL. 
AN APPEAL FROM WALEs. 

Ik, 

At the general annual meeting of the South Wales 
aud Monmouthshire Veterinary Medical Society held at 
Cardiff last month, the subject of the forthcoming elec. 
tion of Members of Council came up for discussion, and 
it was resolved unanimously to run Mr. Charles Moir 
(the President) of Cardiff, as the candidate uf the Society. 
May I therefore take the opportunity of appealing to 

members of the profession to support our chosen 
candidate, and in support of this appeal advance the 
reasons which led up to our bringing out a candidate at 

- At this election there are no burning questions of 
Corporate refurm before the profession, and providing the 
candidate is a representative veterinarian and a man of 
ability and mature years, and willing to sacrifice his time 
‘nd means for the furtherance of the interests of the 


to some support. Such a man is our chosen candidate 


Mr. Moir. 

As at present constituted Wales is entirely unrepre- 
sented upon the Council, and as far as the nominations 
go, there is no representative of Wales before the pro- 
fession for this election with the exception of Mr. Moir. 
Our Society is the only Veterinary Medical Society im 
Wales, and such being the case surely the views of its 
members are entitled to, and can claim consideration 
and sympathy, as voicing the opinion of the profession 
in the Principality. Of course there are already good 
men and true before the profession seeking election, but 
I dare say that pur candidate will compare favourably 
with either of them, and I venture to assert that the 
reasons IT have advanced in his favour are such as will not 
only deserve but command the sympathy and support of 
the members of the profession. 

In conclusion, when filling up the voting 
me urge upon all to remember “ Poor Little 
Yours truly, 


pers let 
ales,’’— 


A. C. Stewart, Hon. Sec. 
South Wales and Monmouthshire V.M.S. 


THE MATRICULATION EXAMINATION. 
Sir, 

If it is not too late to offer a suggestion respecting the 
above examinations in the future, I would venture to 
suggest that “orthography” be made a “ pass ”’ subject, 
as it would appear that little or nu notice has been taken 
of it in the past. 

The dictation seems to have been of but little value. 
One reason why it would be advisable to introduce this 
important item into the preliminary tests is in considera- 
tion of the future written professionals. At the present 
time there are men at College who have passed the pre- 
liminary and yet cannot spell correctly simple, non- 
scientific, every-day words. How some of these gentle- 
men will get along in the written portion of the pro- 
fessionals it is hard to say, but donbtless—granting they 
do know their work—a few will have to be rejected for 
spelling inaccurately. 
If any one is inclined to doubt the veracity of my 
statements I would say obtain possession of a few 
students’ note-books upon such subjects as botany, 
pathoiogy. Unless [ am greatly mistaken it will be found 
that to make out the real words they are intended for is 
an impossibility, so much so that even the student him- 
self has to frequently abandon the reading of his own 
note-book through excessive errors in the spelling of the 
various technical terms. This has been exemplified on 
more than one occasion, bothin the written examinations 
at the College and before the examiners in certificate 
writing ete. 
It is not to be expected that lecturers can find time 
to hold a “spelling bee,’’ but examiners will have to do 
so unless this defect in the preliminary education is re- 
moved. [{ do not infer that all véterinary students are 
bad spellers, far from it, but [ do say that a number are 
altogether at sea over spelling words they are called upon 
to deal with during a course of lectures. Before a man 
should be allowed to pass his “prelim,” he should be 
subjected toa spelling ordeal, and if the R.C.V.S. com- 
pelled him to have a thorough acquaintance with some 
spelling guide, such as “ Chambers” publication, and he 
be examined upon the words contained therein, they 
would be doing what the most able men in the profession 
have so long and honourably fought the battle over 
— raise the social status of the veterinary art,” 
NEOPLASM. 
‘The recent arrangements for matriculation will ensure 


veterinary students at least the same standard of ortho- 
graphical correctness as is possessed by Other educated 


Profession which he has at heart, surely he can lay claim 


bodies —Ep.} 
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THE FOUR YEARS SCHEME. 
Sir, 
After carefully reading the report in your last issue of 
the recent meeting of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, I have .been led to infer that a 
student entering College, say 1.ext session, will virtually 
join under the four years scheme, and yet will be under 
the three years scheme, in as much as he will be exam- 
ined in May, 1894, in the same subjects as at present and 
previously required, viz., chemistry, elementary anatomy, 
and botany. If my inference be correct, is not this a very 
peculiar condition of affairs, and does it reflect credit upon 
the clear-headedness and far-sightedness of the Council 
aforesaid 

“New blood” is certainly causing reformation of a 
kind at Red Lion Square. I should certainly be the last 
one in the world to oppose changes for the good of the 
profession, provided always they are not so mixed as 
those instanced above.—I am, yours etc., 

AntTI- REVOLUTION IST. 


Communications, Books, AND Papers RECEIVED :— Messrs. 
H. D. Young, A. C. Stewart, J. A. Todd, C.J. Dunn, 
H. Pickworth, ‘‘ Neoplasm,” ‘‘ The Hampshire Independ- 
ent.” 


Original articles and reports should be written on one 
side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matteis 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, and 
thankful to any friends who may send us cattings from 
local papers, containing facts of interest. 

Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres: Capt. Jas. Mills, m.n.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Messrs. N. D. Dhakmarwalla, V.E. Vakharia, 
@.B.v.c., 8. G. Haji, S. N. Ranina, a.s.v.c. 
Sec: 8. K. Nariman, m.p., B. sc., L.v.sc. 
99 Hon. Sec: Mr. J. D. Parokh, a.8.v.c., Bombay Vet. Coll. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. R. Rutherford, r.x.c.v.s., Edinburgh 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, M.R.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 


Caucurrs V,M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Greenhill, m.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. 'T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 


Crenrrat V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Roots, M.R.c.v.s., 
13 Winchester Street, London, S.E. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. G. Rogers, m.n.c.v.s., 
170 Brompton Road, London, $.W. 
Meetings, First Thursday in eac': month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. Low, m.r.c.vs., Norwich. 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. T. D. Lambert. r.x.c.v.s. Store Street, Dublin. 
Hon. Sec Mr. J. McKenny, m.x.c.v.s., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


LancasHireE V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. A. Taylor, F.x.c.v.s, Turner Street Manchester. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, m.z.c.v.s., 

Quay Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 2nd Wednesday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


Lincotnsuire V.M.S. 

Pres: Mr. J. Smith, u.n.c.v,s., Huntingdon. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. Robinson, M.8.c.v.s., Market Deeping. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipuanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. H. Merrick, F.x.c.v.s., Northampton. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.c.v.s., 
High St., West Bromwich. 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May, November, 
Second Tuesday in August. 


Nationa Vet. Association. 
Pres: Mr. E. Faulkner, m.n.c.v.s., Manchester 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, r.x.c.v.s., Birmingham 
Sec. of Prov. Com: 


NarronaL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & 
Derence Society. 
Pres: Mr. Peter Taylor, r-n.c.v.s., Manchester 
Treas: Mr. Thomas Greaves, F.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.R.c.v.s., 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


or Enetanp V.MA 
Pres: Mr. W. Hunter, m.r.c.v.s, Newcastle. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. A. Hancock, M.R.c.v.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Counties V.M.A, 
Pres: Mr. J. D. Barford, F.x c.v.s., Southampton, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.n.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisn V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.r c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, m.x.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat VETERINARY M.A. 


Pres: Mr. Wild. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. D. Coghill. Assist. H.S. Mr. E. E. Seldon. 


Scorrish Merropouiran V.M.S. 
Pres: Prof. W. O. Williams, r.r.c.v.s., New Vet. Coll., Edin. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.x.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ 


Soura DurHam anp Nortu YorksHirE V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. F. R. Stevens, m.x.c.v.s., Darlington. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, r.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June. Sept. and Dec. 


SourHern Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. F. Simpson, r.x.c.v.s, Maidenhead. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.r.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


SourH Wa.es anp MonmovurusuHire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. M. Storrar, m.n.c.v.s , Abergavenny. 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.r.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


WesteRN Countries V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Thomas Ulver, m.R.c.v.s., Truro. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, m.n.c.v.s., 
Ebrington Street, Plymouth. 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


West or Scorzanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. D. Allan, u.n.c.v.s., Clarkston-by-Busby, 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, r.n.c.v.s., West Nile-st. Glasgow 


Yorxsuire V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. G. E. Bowman, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds. 


Hon. Sec; Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh, m.B.c.v.s., 
North Street, Leeds. 


| Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 
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